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President’s Message 
 

   Outbid at the auction?  Come to our rhizome sale 
on September 19th to fill your iris bed. We need          
everyone's help that day to assist our customers. It's 
always a busy and fun time. We’ll have rhizomes 
from members, Mid-America Garden, and Sutton’s 
Iris. Please share the sale date and flier with your 
family, friends, and anybody else who needs some 
more flower color in their life.           - Kevin Kartchner 
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(McCown, 1970) 
 

Scottsdale, Arizona 
 

Photo by Sue Clark, 2026 

 

“… Asters by the brook-side Make asters in the 

brook. From dewy lanes at morning The grapes’ 
sweet odors rise; At noon the roads all flutter 
With yellow butterflies. By all these lovely tokens 
September days are here, With summer’s best of 
weather, And autumn’s best of cheer...     
              - Helen Hunt Jackson, “September”  

An Affiliate of the American Iris Society Tucson Area Iris Society - established 1965 Our 61st year 

 

October 17: Region 15 Fall Trek hosted by TAIS, 9 AM - 4 PM, Tohono 
 

November 14: TAIS potluck with plant- and seed-
exchange. Details TBA 

Newsletter 
 

 



called our August 8 meeting to 
order at the Tucson Botanical 
Gardens.   
Trek: Pat Olsen reported on the 
TAIS-sponsored Trek to be held 
on October 17 at Tohoho Chul 
Park. Past AIS President Jody 
Nolin will be our honored 
speaker on the subject of ‘The 

all members to register (forms 
on our website) and to RSVP for 
the Swiss Raclette on Saturday 
evening, generously hosted by 
members Jody and John       
Williams. A Swiss Raclette is not 
a formal dinner, but rather a 
chance to share stories while 
enjoying melted raclette 

and 
other Alpine favorites.     
   Goody bags are stuffed, silent 
auction treasures itemized, and 
more raffle baskets than we 
can count are all organized.  
The Trek price is only $60 which 
includes free admission to the 

friendships to be formed. 
Sale: We were reminded that 
the September 19 iris sale will 
be held at Harlow’s Gardens at 
9:00. Members are encouraged 
to assist in setting up and to 
bring donated, very clean and 
labeled golf-ball-sized rhizomes 
on Friday at 3:00. Your reward is 
an early shopping event after 
set 
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iris $4. On Saturday, members 

to answer questions. The sale is 
over when we sell out of iris, or 
1:00. Pat Olsen will be holding a 
potting demonstration at 9:30 
and 10:15, with each participant’s 

price will be $10 per rhizome,  
including potted and/or 
‘landscape’ iris. The special will 
be buy 6, receive 1 rhizome free. 
(limit 3 specials per person.) Club 
members who volunteer on    
Friday or shop at Harlow’s         
between 8-9:00 on Saturday may 
purchase rhizomes at $9 each, 
and 1 free after purchasing 6. 
(limit 3 per transaction). Please 
volunteer to support this sale by 
emailing or texting Pat, our 
chairperson. 

the club at the sale will have 
their membership extended 
through 2027. Forms will be    
available at the Landscape Iris 
table and the membership table. 

to 
attend meetings and current 

Do you have any 

rhizomes that you 
can contribute to 

our Sale? 

We’re on the web: 

Tucsoniris.org 

 We Irises 

showing support for our club.  
Sam: A motion was moved,    
seconded and approved to     
donate a memorial of $100 in 
honor of Sam Wymer, a lifetime 
member of TAIS, to the AIS 

fond of children and teens. 
Nominations: Bonnie Else      
reported for the Nomination 
Committee. There were no     
further nominations from the 
floor, so she presented the      
following slate: President, Cindy 
Long; Vice President, Pat Olsen; 
Secretary, Linda Briggs; and 
Treasurer, Joyce Knill. A motion 
was moved to accept the slate, 
seconded and approved. Per our 
club by-laws, the new board will 
assume their new offices in    
November, to be held for 1 year, 
at which time a new election will 
be held. As past President, Kevin 

position. 
Potluck: Set your calendar for 
the November 14 potluck with 
seed- and plant swap. Bonnie is 
researching an accommodating 
location, so info will follow. 
Auction: The auction featured 
34 large iris rhizomes from Mid-
America and 16 of these were 
2026 introductions, priced at $75 
in their current catalog. Fifteen 
members attended, 10 were  
bidders and Pat won ‘Make up 
Artist’ for only $42 (high price of 
the afternoon). Cathy won (truly 
won!) ‘Eternal Dawn’ for only $15.  

encouraging all to bid. Our club 
raised $656 and $273 Iris Bucks 
were used. 
   The meeting then adjourned 
after snacking on cookies and 
quenching our thirst, thanks to 
the Refreshment Team. 
- Joyce Knill, substitute secretary 

http://www.Tucsoniris.org
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BEGINNING BALANCE  13,604,79 
 

INCOME 
        660.00   Trek 
        480.00   Trek 
        300.00   Trek 
        250.02    auction (Square) 
        399.00    auction (cash) 
      2,089.02   TOTAL INCOME 
 

EXPENSES 
         784.69   projector 
         572.00   Trek  (Timberlake) 
          183.60    Trek ( Bonnie) 
         595.00    web site 
            15.00    refreshments 
         470.98   Trek (Pat) 
       2,621.27    TOTAL EXPENSES 
 
ENDING BALANCE   13,072.54 

 Treasurer’s Report for August 
- submitted by Jim Wilcoxon 

Tips for Heat-Proofing Your Garden, Part I 
 

The AZ Plant Lady, Noelle Johnson, offers these tips. 
 

1. Create Shade. Use small trees such as desert willow or Texas 
Olive, shrubs such as hopbush or Orange Bells ‘Jubilee’ (or    
other Tecoma), or use shade cloth. 

2. Reduce Reflected Heat from walls, house, rocks, driveway, and 
sidewalks. Plant tall shrubs (5-6’ tall and wide) along walls and 

plants. It is OK if they touch one another. Mulch, water deeply. 
3. Use Heat-Proof plants. Some good choices include: 

• ‘Outback Sunrise’ Emu - evergreen, 1’ tall and 3-6’ wide,  
fine with reflected heat, prune once a year 

• ‘Bells of Fire’ Tecoma - 4-5’ tall and wide, full or filtered 
sun, fine with reflected heat, hummingbird magnet 

• Queen’s Wreath vine - 5-15’ tall by 10’ wide, needs a trellis, 
full or filtered sun, pink flowers, cold sensitive 

• Pink Muhley Grass - 3’ tall and wide, full or filtered sun, 
flowers in fall 

• Firesticks - 3-8’ tall by 3-6’ wide, stay somewhat smaller 
in pots, full or  filtered sun, avoid the milky sap  

 

And she now plants blue elf aloe in shade rather than sun. - SC 
 
Source: Heat Proof Your Desert Garden webinar, June 11, 2026 - my notes. Website 

(by 
Stan Shebs), Texas Olive tree (by 
William L. Farr), Orange Bells Jubilee 
(from Tecoma X ‘Orange Jubilee’ 
article on GreenThingsAZ website), 
‘Outback Sunrise’ emu (from Fast-
Growing Trees website), and 
Queen’s Wreath vine (from Growing 
in the Garden website) 

Above: Close-up photo of flowers of  
Texas Olive tree. The flowers attract 
butterflies and hummingbirds, while the 
fruits attract birds and small mammals. 

This shrubby tree is cold hardy to 26° 
per information from the U of A.  
(swgardener.com) 

 

https://www.azplantlady.com/
By%20Stan%20Shebs,%20CC%20BY-SA%203.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=174367
By%20William%20L.%20Farr%20-%20Own%20work,%20CC%20BY-SA%204.0,%20https:/commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=92146754
https://greenthingsaz.com/plant_database/tecoma-x-orange-jubilee/
https://shop.app/products/7079697481790/outback-sunrise-emu?variantId=39880866824254&msclkid=bfdf177bccd315b62f447d1c2ce067ad&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=2026_PMAX_tROAS_May_Home&utm_term=2328422031897176&utm_content=Home
https://shop.app/products/7079697481790/outback-sunrise-emu?variantId=39880866824254&msclkid=bfdf177bccd315b62f447d1c2ce067ad&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=2026_PMAX_tROAS_May_Home&utm_term=2328422031897176&utm_content=Home
https://growinginthegarden.com/how-to-grow-coral-vine-growing-queens-wreath/
https://growinginthegarden.com/how-to-grow-coral-vine-growing-queens-wreath/
https://swgardener.com/texas-olive/
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The Language of Iris #8 by Pat Olsen 

 

TAIS Mystery Gardener 
 - a new column by Sue 

 

2. I enjoy visiting botanical gardens 
and arboretums wherever I go. 

3. My main roles in the garden are   
, 

fixing leaks in the drip system, and 
digging. 

 
 

Who am I? 

  

 TAIS Mystery Gardener logo by Shane Smith 
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Harlow Gardens, Saturday, September 19, 2026, 
9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. 

TAIS Member Sale: 8:00–9:00 a.m. 
 
   Our Annual Rhizome Sale is just around the corner—less 
than three weeks away! We’ve already received the packing list 
from one supplier, and we’re looking forward to seeing what 
arrives from our other supplier and from our members. 
   Member donations are an important part of our sale. If you 
have increases from named varieties growing in your garden, 
please consider donating some of your extra rhizomes. It’s a 
great way to support TAIS while making even more varieties 
available to our customers. 
 
Donating Rhizomes 
 

   Please do not dig rhizomes more than seven days before the 
sale. Since our sale is Saturday, September 19, the earliest dig-
ging date is Saturday, September 12. 
To prepare your rhizomes for donation: 
• Using a black Sharpie, clearly write the variety name on the 

center leaf of the fan. 
• Trim the fans and, if needed, trim back excessively long 

roots. 
• Wash off all soil. 
• Allow the rhizomes to dry before bringing them to the sale. 
 

   If you plan to donate, please email cpicrat@gmail.com no 
later than Wednesday, September 16, with the names of the         
varieties you will be bringing. Knowing what is coming ahead 
of time helps us prepare for the sale. 
   For Tall Bearded (TB) irises, donated rhizomes should be at 
least golf-ball size. A rhizome this size is considered viable for 

too small for the sale. 
   Donations may be brought to the sale location on Friday, 
September 18, beginning at 3:00 p.m. Kevin will be at the     
receiving table to accept donations and issue Iris Bucks for 
named irises. 
   Please remember: NOIDs (No Identification) do not receive 
Iris Bucks, whether donated bare root or potted. 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 

   A couple of extra volunteers would help lighten the workload 
for everyone. If you can spare even a couple of hours, we would 
appreciate the extra help. 
 
Friday Set-Up 
 

   We can begin setting up for the sale on Friday, September 
18, at 2:30 p.m. Member rhizome donations may be brought in 
beginning at 3:00 p.m. We need to have everything completed 
and be out by 4:30 p.m. 

• 2:30 p.m. — Set-up begins 
• 3:00 p.m. — Member donations 

accepted 
• 4:30 p.m. — Set-up complete 

 
Saturday — Sale Day 
 

   All volunteers working the sale 
on Saturday are encouraged to wear 
their new TAIS club shirts. Having 
our volunteers in matching shirts will 
make TAIS members easy for         
customers to identify when they have 
questions or need help selecting or 
growing their irises. 
   We could especially use additional 
tally writers and another volunteer 
at the membership table. Even a 
couple of hours would help lighten 
the workload for everyone. 
   Please sign up online or 
email cpicrat@gmail.com if you can 
help. 
 
Interactive Potting Demo Returns 
 

it even more hands-on! 
   We will help buyers pot one of their 
newly purchased rhizomes, allowing 
them to take home not only a new 
iris but also a better understanding of 
how to plant it successfully. 
   Potting kits have already been     
prepared and include a 1-gallon pot, 
Pro-Mix potting mix, bone meal, 
and triple phosphate. There will be 
plenty of materials available for      
participants. 
   Please do not take rhizomes, soil, 
or other supplies from any sales  
area for use at the potting     
demonstration. The demonstration 
has its own designated supplies. 
   We’re looking forward to another 
successful sale—and another           
opportunity to share our love and 
knowledge of irises with the Tucson 
community! 
 

mailto:cpicrat@gmail.com
mailto:cpicrat@gmail.com
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   We’re getting close! Thank you to everyone who has volunteered, contributed, 
and supported the Trek. Your enthusiasm and hard work are helping make this 
event a wonderful gathering for our iris community. 
 
Final Committee Meeting - Saturday, October 3, Noon–2:00 p.m., Murphy-
Wilmot Library LARGE Meeting Room 
 

   At this meeting, we’ll walk through the entire Trek day, from: 

• Registration and welcoming guests 

• Volunteer assignments 

• Event activities 

• The closing raffle and announcements 
   This final review will give us a chance to experience the event through our 
attendees’ eyes, confirm everyone’s role, and catch any remaining details     
before the big day. 
 
Registration Update 
 

   We have received about 25 registrations, putting us roughly halfway to our 
goal. Please continue spreading the word and encouraging iris friends 
throughout Region 15 to register. 
   If you haven’t registered yet, please do so soon. The more, the merrier! 
 
Final Tasks 
 

touches. Our remaining tasks include: 

• Confirming registration numbers 

• Placing the final food order 

• Finalizing and organizing the raffle 

• Stuffing attendee welcome bags 

• Completing details identified during the October 3 walk-through 

• Recruiting additional event-day volunteers 
 
Volunteers Needed 
 

   A few additional volunteers would make a big difference in helping the day 
run smoothly. Please choose a role below and sign up online or send an email 
to tais.trek.committee@gmail.com. Let us know which assignment interests 
you and whether you can help for the full event or only part of the day. 
 
Photographers 
 

will record the activites from set-up to the final bite at the Racelette dinner.  
The day may be split between many individuals if we get enough volunteers. 
Responsibilities include: 

• Taking photos of activities, guests, raffle items, and award winners 

• Getting a few group and behind-the-scenes photos 

• Sharing the best images with the Trek organizers after the event 
   A phone or camera is fine. If you enjoy photography and can help preserve 
memories of the day, please sign up online or send an email 
to tais.trek.committee@gmail.com. 
 
Phone Support 
 

   We need one additional volunteer to serve as the event-day phone contact. 
This person will answer attendee calls and provide quick assistance with     
questions such as: 

• “I’m lost.” 

• “What time do we start?” 

• “Who can help me with registration?” 

• "Who do I pay?" 
   You will receive the event schedule,            
directions, and key contact information in   
advance. If you are organized, calm, and    
comfortable helping people by phone, please 
sign up online or send an email 
to tais.trek.committee@gmail.com. 

Name Tags and Welcome Bags 
 

   We need one additional volunteer to help 
guests feel welcomed as they arrive. This     
assignment includes: 

• Greeting attendees 

• Finding and distributing name tags 

• Handing out welcome bags 

• Directing guests to meeting room and 
raffle activities 

   This is an ideal role for someone who enjoys 
meeting people and can arrive a little early. To 
volunteer, please sign up online or send an 
email to tais.trek.committee@gmail.com. 

Event-Day Help 
 

   We also need a few flexible volunteers who 
can pitch in wherever assistance is needed. 
Possible tasks include directing guests,       

and cleaning up at the end of the day. 

can lend a hand, please sign up online or send 
an email to tais.trek.committee@gmail.com 
and tell us when you’ll be available. 
 
Evening Plans 
 

   After the Trek, you’re welcome to stay 
for Jazz Under the Stars or attend the raclette 
dinner. Either option will be a wonderful way 
to relax, enjoy good food and music, and spend 
more time with fellow iris friends. 
 
Save the Date 
 

   We’re truly in the home stretch! I’m looking 
forward to seeing all our hard work come    
together on October 17. 

 
October 17, 2026, 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. 
at Tohono Chul in The Wilson Room 

7366 N. Paseo del Norte, Tucson, Arizona 

mailto:tais.trek.committee@gmail.com
mailto:tais.trek.committee@gmail.com
mailto:tais.trek.committee@gmail.com
mailto:tais.trek.committee@gmail.com
mailto:tais.trek.committee@gmail.com
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9th
 Annual TAIS Photo Contest 

Start searching for your best iris photos now! Our webmaster, Tim Valenzuela, has set 
things up so that all entries can be uploaded directly to our website this year. 

   Categories 

   1. Single iris flower or stalk of irises 

   2. Macro (very close-up view of an iris) 

   3. Miscellaneous iris photos: garden, Photoshopped image, etc. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSIONS 

• Current TAIS members may submit up to 15 pictures to 
https://tucsoniris.org/contest/2026.  You will be prompted to enter your email     
address and create a password just for the contest 

• The website will prompt you through the entry process, requesting your name 
and the category for your entry. Have the name of the iris ready to enter. If you do 
not know the name, label iris as a NOID, meaning no ID (no identification). Photos 
will be displayed anonymously during the contest 

• Please be sure that each photo fits the category that you select for it 

• Winning entries from previous years are ineligible 

• Submissions will be accepted between October 1 and October 8 

• Help make this a fun and successful event by participating! 
 

VOTING 

• Votes will be accepted from October 12 to October 20 

• TAIS members may vote for three photos per category (for a total of nine votes) by    

Please consider the quality of the photos (focus, composition, lighting, etc.), rather than 
the beauty of the iris(es) featured 

 

Winning photos in each category will be revealed during our November 14th Potluck meeting 

https://tucsoniris.org/contest/2026
mailto:taisnewsletter@yahoo.com
https://tucsoniris.org/contest/2026


Iris Limerick 
We wish it were not so hot, 
Oh, how we wish it were not! 
   Soon fall will be here 
   With all its good cheer, 
Then hot will soon be forgot! 
 

 

  - Sue Clark 
 

Did You Know? 

Kevin Kartchner - President  

David Sliffe - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Cindy Long, Linda Briggs, Kathleen Marron, 
and Evelyn Jacobs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else and Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Taffy Holvenstot - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

One of the best ways to gauge heat tolerance is 
to see which plants still look great at the end of    
summer. September reveals more about a 
plant’s heat resistance than spring ever can. 
Watch your neighborhood and make note of the 
plants thriving after months of intense heat—that 

 
Source: AZ Plant Lady email of 4 June 2026 
 

And note which irises survive the summer! - SC

Tip Exchange                        

A Little Bit of Botany and Iris History 
 
 

   Tell Muhlestein (1913-1978) is another hybridizer of note. 
Tell lived in Provo and later Orem, Utah and introduced 214 
irises, mostly tall beardeds. He operated Tell’s Iris Gardens in 

handbook  with the same name. These contained           
pedigrees for many of the irises, helpful hints, as well as  
cartoon characters called “Squiggles” by Twyla Olmstead.   
Cooley’s Iris Gardens handled Tell’s later introductions. 
   Like many iris hybridizers, Tell was a man of many talents 
and interests. He began raising German roller canaries at 
age ten, and as an adult was a world-renowned breeder 
and judge. These birds, also known as Harz Roller and     
German Whistler, are prized for their song, which is         
produced while their beaks are closed. He also bred       
Pomeranian dogs. Tell was an accomplished pianist and 
composer, acted in many plays at BYU and other places, 
arranged flowers, drove a school bus for years, and was   
active in his church. He served as president of AIS and was 
an iris judge. And managed to hybridize all of those irises in 
the meantime! An interesting story survives that during his 
first attempt at crossing irises, Tell put the pollen on the 
flower’s beard rather than on the stigmatic lip where it 
should go. He soon figured it out, obviously, and later    
mentored several younger hybridizers. 

Medal and his IB ‘Lemon Flurry’ (1965) won the Sass Medal 
   

 

in AIS 100 Years Bold, Supplement 3 of 4 to IRISES: the Bulletin of AIS, 
2020; AIS Wiki hybridizer article on Tell Muhlestein; Wikipedia article: Harz 
Roller; Iris Breeding article with photos on Schreiners Gardens website 
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What to do in the Iris 
Garden during September: 

 

Plant rhizomes starting this month through October. 

Aim for at least six weeks before frost. Soak rhizomes 

for 30 min in water to rehydrate them. Sterilize new 

rhizomes for about 10 minutes in a solution of 2 1/4 c 

water and 1/4 c bleach (9:1 ratio). There are two 

strategies for dried roots - keep them to stabilize the 

rhizome or remove them to allow the rhizome to 

contact the soil. For planting in the garden: Choose a 

spot that will receive afternoon shade during the 

summer. Good drainage is essential, as is good air 

circulation! Consider that block walls reflect and 

radiate lots of heat, which can be harmful. Dig a hole 

with enough depth so that the surface of the rhizome 

will be buried about 1/2” to prevent rot caused by sun 

damage. Alternatively, some people prefer to leave the 

surface of the rhizome exposed. I like to stir a 

tablespoonful of fertilizer (from Schreiner’s or 

Comanche Acres) into the bottom of the hole. Create 

a mound of soil in the center of the hole and fan any 

remaining roots over it. Press soil firmly over rhizome 

to remove any air pockets. Drip lines appear to be the 

best way to water irises in the desert. Emitters with 

adjustable flow will give you the most control. I use 

Raindrip Adjustable Full Circle Stream Bubblers. - SC 

 “September comes, and... Summer thins 
away.”  - Hal Borland 

Some ways to help plants through the heat include: 1) Poke a 
finger into the soil - if dry 1”  down [6” for iris], water deeply in 
the morning. 2) Mulch with compost, 

and keep soil cooler. 

as new growth requires even more water. 4) Shade plants with 
shade cloth or even old bed sheets. 5) Harvest produce, such as        
tomatoes, sooner rather than later. - SC 
                                                           Source: Old Farmer’s Almanac article 
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Kevin Kartchner - President  

Cindy Long - Vice President 

Sue Clark – Secretary, Signatory on Account 

Jim Wilcoxon – Treasurer, Asst. Secretary 

Diane Pavlovich - Publicity 

Cindy Long and Linda Briggs - Hospitality 

Bonnie Else & Susan Schaefer - Door Prizes 

Linda Briggs and Cindy Long - Membership 

Dave Smith - Photographer 

Sue Clark -  Newsletter  

‘Swan Ballet’(1953) 

https://www.azplantlady.com/
https://www.wiki.irises.org/pub/Hist/Info1960CatalogMuhlestein/1960%20Tells%20Iris%20Gardens.pdf
https://www.wiki.irises.org/pub/Hist/Info1960CatalogMuhlestein/1960%20Tells%20Iris%20Gardens.pdf
https://www.wiki.irises.org/TbPthruT/TbSwanBallet
https://www.wiki.irises.org/Ib/IbLemonFlurry
https://wiki.irises.org/Main/Bio/HybridizerMuhlesteinTell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harz_Roller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harz_Roller
https://www.schreinersgardens.com/pages/iris-breeding
https://www.schreinersgardens.com/collections/fertilizer-for-iris-and-daylilies/products/iris-food-4-pounds?variant=44514429501732
https://comancheacresiris.com/inc/sdetail/492/541
https://www.almanac.com/video/5-ways-protect-plants-summer-heat?trk_msg=F1TOPASF212K502GP9855FQEHG&trk_contact=8A98CNFNUJJI49ASACFIMBN3J0&trk_module=new&trk_sid=9M6CT5UJNRKT496A3DVPIL7Q2K&trk_link=LNIRQ0VPMMN4J9KK6G2TRMH088&lctg=9513345DC479A574A448346343&
https://mx.pinterest.com/pin/140244975870297128/


2026 Annual Iris Rhizome Sale
Saturday, September 19

9 a.m. to noon
Harlow Gardens
5620 E. Pima St.

Fundraiser for the Tucson Area Iris Society
(Come early for best selection. Supply limited!)

Potting Demonstration
9:30 & 10:15 am

Join us, for a fun, hands-on 
potting presentation. Plant 

one of your newly 
purchased rhizomes with 

guidance from our 
experienced members.



Registration for Adults: $60	 For Youth: $35   Fee includes lunch.  Total Enclosed:   $

Name(s) of attendees:

Address:						      City:			       State:	         Zip:

Phone:						      Email:

Local Iris Society Affiliation:

Judges Training:  Yes [   ]    No [   ] 
Please indicate the number of judges in training attending:

Please make check payable to Tucson Area Iris Society.  Mail payment and form to:
Joyce Knill, 2310 N. Catalina Vista Loop, Tucson, AZ 85749

Registrations must be received no later than September 26th. 

The Tucson Area Iris Society invites you to
A Desert Oasis of Iris

The AIS Region 15 Fall Conference
October 17, 2026
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Tohono Chul
in The Wilson Room

7366 N Paseo Del Norte
Tucson, Arizona

Featuring Jody Nolin
Past President of AIS

presenting
“The Wide World of Iris”

REGISTRATION FORM



 

 

After the Trek… Choose Your Perfect Evening 

As the Desert Oasis Trek comes to a close, your Tucson experience doesn’t have to end. 

Option 1 – Jazz Under the Stars 

Remain at beautiful Tohono Chul and enjoy an evening of live music in the gardens during 
their popular Jazz Under the Stars program. 

Option 2 – A Swiss Raclette Evening 

Join fellow Trek participants for an authentic Swiss Raclette Dinner, graciously hosted by 
TAIS members, Jody and John Williams. 

Using a traditional half-wheel raclette cheese melter, our host will scrape warm, bubbling 
Swiss raclette cheese over potatoes, cured meats, and other Alpine favorites. The 
word raclette comes from the French racler—“to scrape”—and the meal is as much about 
conversation and fellowship as it is about the food. 

Rather than a formal dinner, raclette is an interactive experience. Guests gather around the 
table, share stories from the day, return for another helping of melted cheese, and enjoy a 
relaxed evening with friends old and new. 

Saturday Evening • October 17, 2026 
Following the Trek  

Whether you choose an evening of music beneath the desert stars or the warm hospitality 
of a Swiss raclette table, we hope you’ll make your Saturday in Tucson one to remember. 

If you plan to join us for raclette, please RSVP in advance so we can prepare plenty of food 
and seating.  If you’d like to enjoy a little music first, simply join us later in the evening – 
we’ll keep the cheese melting. 

RSVP TAIS.Trek Committee@gmail.com 
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